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The texts of hadith as the second source for Islamic Jurisprudence are available in
an array of classical books being the foremost is Sahih al-Bukhart. The Sahth
compiled by Muhammad ibn Isma’ll al-Bukhart has achieved the pinnacle of
canonical status for its authenticity. In an endeavor of bridging its text with
contemporary English readers; regardless of being natives or non-natives of the
purported educational background, a Pakistani physician, Muhammad Muhsin
Khan had left his signature on the translation for the masterpiece. However, a
question remains there ascertaining the capability of this translation derived from
Classical Arabic in providing an oasis of exactness for its readers. For the purpose
of unveiling the matter, a hadith of number 5871 is culled from the Book of Dress
of the meant translation. Upon assessing the translation, this paper comes across
the mistranslation of four words being two of them are deemed unfamiliar classical
words. Moreover, there is a misplacement of brackets which are supposed to
enclose the omitted words of genuine Arabic text stated succinctly as reported.
Undeniably, the flaws prevailed in the translation form a kind of hindrance in
conveying the purported Islamic decree enshrined in the hadith. This review on
the only hadith is sufficient as an eye-opener to the essential of forming a
collaborative team for any effort meant for translating hadith; consist of experts in
Science of Hadith and linguists.

Keywords: review, hadith, Sahth al-Bukhari, Book of Dress, English translation.
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(49) CHAPTER. An
iron ring.

5871. Narrated Sahl:
A woman came to the
Prophet and said: "I
have come to present
myself to you (for
marriage)." She kept
standing for a long
period during which
the Prophet looked at
her carefully. When
she stayed for a long
period, a man said to
the Prophet: "If you
are not in need of
her, then marry her to
me." The Prophet
said: "Have you got
anything to give her
as nuptial gift?" The
man said: "No." The
Prophet said: ("Go to
your house and)
search (for
something)." The
man went and came
back to say: "By
Allah, I could not
find anything." The
Prophet said: "Go
again and search for
something, even if it
be an iron ring." He

(49) CHAPTER. An
iron ring.

5871. Narrated Sahl:
A woman came to the
Prophet and said, "I
have come to present
myself to you (for
marriage)." She kept
standing for a long
period during which
period the Prophet
looked at her
carefully. When she
stayed for a long
period, a man said to
the Prophet "If you are
not in need of her,
then marry her to me."
The Prophet said,
"Have you got
anything to give her
(as Mahr)?" The man
said, "No." The
Prophet said, "Go (to
your house) and
search for something."
The man went and
came back to say, "By
Allah, I could not find
anything." The
Prophet said, "Go
again and search for
something, even if it
be an iron ring." He
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went again and came
back saying: "No, by
Allah, I could not get
even an iron ring."
The man had only a
kilt and had no
cloak. He said: "I
will give her my kilt
as a nuptial gift." On
that the Prophet said:
"Your kilt? If she
wears it, nothing of it
will remain on you,
and if you wear it
nothing of it will be
on her" The man
went aside and sat
down. When the
Prophet saw him
leaving (after a
while), he called
back and asked:
"How much Qur'an
do you know (by
heart)? He said: “(I
know) such and such
chapters," naming
some. The Prophet
said "l marry her to
you for the amount of
Qur'an you know (by
heart)."

went again and came
back saying, "No, by
Allah, I could not get
even an iron ring."

The man had only an

Izar and had no Rida'

(upper garment). He
said, "I will give her
my lzar as Mahr." On
that the Prophet said,
"Your lzar? If she
wears it, nothing of it
will remain on you,
and if you wear it
nothing of it will be
on her" The man went
aside and sat down
When the Prophet saw
him leaving (after a
while), he called back
and asked. "How
much Qur'an do you
know (by heart)? He
said, 'l know such and
such Saras," naming
some Siras. The
Prophet said, "l marry
her to you for the
amount of Qur'an you
know (by heart)."
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